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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING IMPLEMENTING A SUMMER FOOD SERVICE
PROGRAM (SFSP) IN YOUR COMMUNITY

1. What is a sponsor?

An organization agreeing to operate the SFSP is called a sponsor.  Sponsors must be able to verify
program eligibility, and accept final administrative and financial responsibility for all sites under their
jurisdiction. The sponsoring organization must be a public or private nonprofit school food authority, or a
unit of local, county, municipal, State or federal government.

2. Where does the Program operate?

The physical location where the children are served meals is called a site. The SFSP operates primarily at
sites that are located in areas where at least half the resident children are from households with income at
or below the eligibility level for free or reduced price school meals--185 percent of the federal poverty
guidelines.  There are currently three general categories of sites:
Open:  An open site is located in an area which according to local school data meets the 50 percent
criteria as an eligible site and is open to the community at large during breakfast, lunch and/or snack meal
service times.
Restricted-Open:  This site qualifies based on the criteria noted above, but must restrict the number of
children participating each day due to, for example, limited seating capacity and/or safety concerns.
Closed Enrolled: This site is closed to the community at large.  In order to qualify as an eligible site for
SFSP reimbursement, the sponsor must document that at least half of the children in attendance at this site
are eligible for free or reduced price meals during the school year.

3. Can school sites that operate summer school participate as sites in the SFSP?

Yes, under two conditions:

a) If the site qualifies as an open site (see definitions above) and is open to the community during
meal service.
b) If the site has recreational and/ or enrichment activities available for non -summer school
children at the same site in addition to summer school and qualifies the site as closed enrolled (see
definition above).  Meals can only be served and claimed for the children enrolled in these programs.

If a site plans to serve only those children attending an enrolled accredited summer school program, this
site is not eligible for the SFSP.  Meals may be provided, however, at this site under the National School
Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or Breakfast Program (SBP).  Under the NSLP and SBP, meal counts by
category must be obtained daily and the site would receive the lesser rate of reimbursement than under the
SFSP.

4.  Who is eligible to receive meals?

Children 18 and under and people over 18, who are determined by a State or local educational agency to
be mentally or physically handicapped and who participate in a school program for the mentally or
physically handicapped, may receive meals through the SFSP.
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5.  How are sponsors reimbursed?

Sponsors receive program payments for either the operational and administrative costs of running a
program, or the number of meals served to eligible children multiplied by the applicable reimbursement
rates, whichever is less.  Operational costs include such items as food, kitchen labor, and non-food
supplies.  Administrative costs include items such as administrative labor, office supplies, and equipment.
Full and accurate records must be kept of allowable administrative and operating costs as well as the
number of program meals served to support each claim for reimbursement.

The Federal Reimbursement rates for operating costs for the summer of 2000 will be $1.28 for breakfast,
$2.23 for lunch, and $.52 for each snack. The amount of reimbursement for administrative costs depends
on the type of site. Sponsors can receive administrative reimbursement up to .1275 cents for breakfast,
.2325 cents for lunch, and .0625 cents for snack.


